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We believe that this Index helps to provide a
better-informed understanding and wider ap-
preciation of America’s ability to “provide for the
common defence”—an ability that undergirds
The Heritage Foundation’s vision of “an America
where freedom, opportunity, prosperity, and civil
society flourish.” The Index continues to be cited
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and referenced across government—by Congress,
the executive branch, and officials within the De-
partment of Defense and supporting government

agencies—as well as the media, academia, and policy
institutes and among the public. There is no other

source where one can find information about the

status of U.S. allies and partners, competitors and

enemies, and America’s ability to defend itself and

its interests compiled in one volume and in such

an easily readable, concise, and fully documented
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In addition to acknowledging all of those who
helped to prepare this edition, very special recog-
nition is due to the Heritage members and donors
whose support continues to make the Index of U.S.
Military Strength possible.

Finally, as we do each year, The Heritage Foun-
dation expresses its enduring appreciation to the
members of the U.S. armed forces who continue to
protect the liberty of the American people in an ever
more challenging world.

X 2024 Index of U.S. Military Strength



