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NEARLY 50 YEARS AGO, 
the Supreme Court’s decision in Roe v. Wade 
essentially invented a constitutional right to 
abortion-on-demand in the United States.1 

Since then, millions of Americans have 
sought to restore protection for the right to 
life of every person in culture and law. 

Many state laws are protecting 
women and restoring the dignity of both 
mother and child in policy; and every 
day, thousands of pregnancy centers are 
helping women and children facing difficult 
circumstances. 

Roughly half of Americans now identify 
themselves as “pro-life,” and strong 
majorities support commonsense policies 
to protect women from abortion’s harms. 

Now more than ever, we need 
to explain why every human has 
the right to life and how abortion 
victimizes both mother and child. 
That’s why it’s important to be prepared 
to talk with friends, family, and  
co-workers about why we can protect  
the basic right to life and ensure the 
dignity and safety of all women. 

People should know and share the 
answers to these questions:

1. What’s wrong with abortion?

2. What are the consequences of abortion? 

3. Why should government protect life?

What’s wrong with abortion?
Abortion takes a child’s life. From the 

moment of conception, every person is 
a distinct and living human being with 

Continued on page 4

Offering Hope  
and Compassion  
to Women and Children

Each year, millions of women face an 
unplanned pregnancy and difficult 
decisions under trying circumstances. 
Throughout the country, approximately 
2,700 pregnancy centers provide 
counseling, information, and life-
affirming options to women.2 
Pregnancy centers offer:

n    Medical Services. Many pregnancy 
centers provide free or low-cost 
pregnancy tests, 
ultrasounds, prenatal 
services, and referrals 
for pregnant women. 

n    Information 
and Counseling. 
Pregnancy centers 
offer accurate 
information about 
pregnancy and fetal 
development, present 
available options, and empower 
women to make the best decision 
for their own health and their child’s. 

n    Continued Support. In addition to 
meeting immediate needs through 
material support, pregnancy centers 
offer parenting classes and support 
groups for expectant mothers and 
fathers. Many centers also offer 
adoption information and referrals 
for birthmothers looking for loving 
families for their children.
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intrinsic worth, who possesses the basic 
right to life.

Abortion harms women. Abortion poses 
serious short-term and long-term risks to 
women’s physical and emotional health.3

Abortion harms all of us. It has created 
a culture that disregards the dignity of 
human life, endangers women, demeans 
motherhood, and denigrates men’s role  
as fathers.

What are the consequences 
of abortion?

Legalized abortion has taken the lives 
of more than 60 million children since 1973. 
Abortion endangers women’s health and 
safety and has sentenced countless women 
to physical and emotional harm.4

Every year, taxpayers are forced to 
subsidize the abortion industry, including 
Planned Parenthood—which performs 
about one out of every three abortions in 
the U.S., advocates for elective abortion- 
on-demand, and has opposed commonsense 
protections for women and children.5

Today, the United States is one of 
only seven countries in the world—in 
the company of China, North Korea, and 
Canada—in which elective abortions are 
allowed after 20 weeks (5 months).6

Why should government 
protect life? 

All human beings have basic, natural 
rights—the most fundamental of these is 
the right to life. The right to life belongs  
not only to the strong and the powerful.  

It belongs to all human beings regardless of 
age, dependency, or ability.

The government exists to protect our 
natural rights and has a duty to protect 
the weak from the strong. We all benefit 
when the law respects the dignity and value 
of every human life. Government should 
protect the right to life because it is the 
foundation of all other liberties. 

In its 1973 opinion in Roe v. Wade, the 
Supreme Court distorted the Constitution’s 
view of liberty by excluding the youngest 
and most vulnerable children from the right 
to life. That sweeping decision invented 
a constitutional right to abortion. Roe 
has been used to advocate for abortion-
on-demand throughout all nine months 
of pregnancy—a stance at odds with the 
majority of Americans and extreme among 
developed nations.7
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Aren’t you sentencing women 
to unsafe abortions? 
Supporters claim legalized, elective 
abortion has improved women’s health.8 But 
history tells a different story. Legalization 
has only given abortionists the cover of law 
to continue endangering women and taking 
the lives of children. Abortion-on-demand 
has harmed women through substandard 
care and misinformation.9 

For example, in 2013, Philadelphia 
abortionist Kermit Gosnell was convicted of 
not only murdering infants born after failed 
abortion attempts, but causing the death of 
a 41-year-old woman during a procedure in 
his filthy, run-down clinic. 

Gosnell’s “house of horrors” is not an outlier 
in the abortion industry.10 Abortion clinics 
across the country are under investigation 
for dangerous, unsanitary conditions that 
jeopardize women’s lives and health.11

Doesn’t everyone agree 
abortion should be legal?
Two-thirds of Americans—including nearly 
50 percent of Democrats and 70 percent of 
independents—believe late-term abortion 
should generally be illegal.12 Eighty one 
percent oppose abortions in the third 
trimester—when the child can live outside 
the womb and women are at greater risk.13 
Roughly half of Americans now identify 
themselves as “pro-life.” An increasing 
number of Americans oppose abortion 
because they’ve seen the harm it inflicts  
on women and realize the brutality of 
abortion to children. 
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Don’t you care about women?
Part of caring about women’s health and 
lives includes making sure they’re informed 
of abortion’s serious risks. 

Abortion victimizes both mother 
and child. Medical evidence shows the 
significant risks of abortion: Women can 
suffer from serious infections, depression, 
and increased risks of premature birth and 
other dangerous complications in future 
pregnancies.14

Women have even been injured and 
died as a result of legal abortion. Tonya 
Reaves, a 24-year-old single mother, bled 
to death in 2012, after an injury caused by 
a botched abortion in a midtown Chicago 
Planned Parenthood clinic.15

Yet, many women are never told about 
the negative effects of abortion or what an 
abortion will do to their child. 

Those who care about women’s dignity 
and health should insist that women 
have the most accurate counseling and 
comprehensive care—for themselves and 
their children. 

Q
A

Planned Parenthood—
Giant of the Abortion 
Industry

n    Promotes abortion at taxpayer 
expense. In one year alone, Planned 
Parenthood affiliates performed 
354,871 abortions while receiving 
over $618 million in tax dollars.16 
These affiliates performed more than 
three million abortions over the past 
decade.17

n    Profits from abortion. Planned 
Parenthood has created a lucrative 
abortion practice. It has demanded 
that every local affiliate have at 
least one clinic that performs 
abortions18 and has been reported to 
enforce abortion quotas to increase 
revenue.19

n    Endangers women. Numerous 
Planned Parenthood affiliates have 
been accused of neglecting the 
health and safety of patients and 
resisting efforts to improve safety 
standards.20 

n    Accused of financial scandals. 
Planned Parenthood has repeatedly 
been accused of potential fraud—
manipulating records and inflating 
costs to overbill government 
assistance programs.21 In 2013, a 
Texas affiliate had to pay a $1.4 
million settlement for overbilling 
American taxpayers.22
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Do you want to outlaw all 
abortion? Even in cases 
of rape? Aren’t your views 
extreme? 
Rape is a horrific crime that is never the 
fault of the victim, who deserves prompt 
and compassionate care. 

Facing a pregnancy caused by rape is a 
difficult and painful situation. But abortion 
increases physical and emotional harm to 
a woman and adds another victim to an 
already terrible crime. 

We should protect the life of every 
child—regardless of how he or she  
was conceived.23 

What is extreme is using the case of 
rape to argue abortion should remain legal 
for any reason—through all nine months of 
pregnancy. Advocates of abortion argue for 
abortion-on-demand—even if performed 
only because the child is a girl, has a 
disability, or is simply inconvenient. That’s 
not a view in line with most Americans 
and only increases the number of women 
harmed by abortion. 

Q

A

Doesn’t a woman have the  
right to choose?
Many women find themselves in 
complicated, painful situations that leave 
them with difficult choices. But when we 
talk about rights, we have to talk about the 
rights of all people. Every human being 
has the right to life—before and after 
birth. Nothing in the Constitution, rightly 
understood, prevents the government from 
protecting that right for everyone. 

In fact, government has a duty to 
protect the most vulnerable in society and 
recognize the inherent value of all human 
life. We cannot exclude the youngest 
children from the precious right to life. 
We should recognize the dignity of every 
life by ensuring mothers have accurate 
information and children are welcomed in 
life and protected in law. 

Q

A
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How does America compare 
to other nations in terms of 
abortion law?
The United States is one of only a handful 
of developed countries in which late-term 
abortions after 20 weeks—5 months—are 
allowed. At that stage, the child is capable 
of feeling pain and women are at increased 
risk for the negative effects of abortion.24 
The United States—a country founded to 
protect unalienable human rights—should 
not deny those rights to the most vulnerable 
in our society. 

Q

A
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Men don’t know what it’s like 
to be pregnant. What gives 
them the right to talk about 
abortion? 
Abortion is an issue that affects us all. Men 
are affected by abortion—by the loss of 
children, the harm to women they care 
about, and the loss of their role as fathers. 

Abortion-on-demand can serve as a tool 
for some men to avoid committing to the 
mothers of their children. 

But men who genuinely care about 
women are concerned about abortion’s 
threat to women and recognize that both 
mother and child have a right to life. They 
acknowledge their responsibility—whether 
as fathers or concerned community 
members—to support women during 
difficult situations. 

Q

A
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