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FY 2024 House Appropriations Bills 
Take New Steps to Dismantle the 
Woke and Weaponized Bureaucracy
Connor Semelsberger and Jay W. Richards, PhD

the House Appropriations Committee has 
taken steps in all fiscal year 2024 appro-
priations bills to address the rampant 
wokeness in the federal government.

KEY TAKEAWAYS

From defunding drag shows for chil-
dren to banning funds from being used 
to promote racial and gender discrim-
ination, each bill attempts to rein in 
the woke agenda.

But Congress must insist that these pro-
visions remain in these bills, and that they 
are enacted; furthermore, the bills have 
room for improvement.

P resident Joe Biden has spent the past two years 
dramatically expanding and weaponizing the 
woke bureaucracy that he began building as 

Vice President to President Barack Obama. From 
promoting critical race theory in the military to flying 

“progress pride” flags at 99 embassies around the 
world, the Biden Administration has done more than 
any other Administration to conform federal policy to 
radical ideologies that seek to undermine faith, family, 
and freedom in America and abroad.

Congress has introduced several pieces of legis-
lation aimed at clawing back the bureaucracy. But 
appropriations bills set the terms and conditions of 
federal funding and so have the most impact. The 
House Appropriations Committee has taken steps 
in all fiscal year 2024 appropriations bills to address 
wokeness in the federal government.
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As explained in a Heritage Foundation Backgrounder on the appropri-
ations package, the House legislation purports to reduce spending to a 
topline of $1.471 trillion—but the actual spending is approximately $1.59 
trillion.1 At the time of this writing, the House’s appropriations legislation 
seeks to rescind $115 billion in spending that can then be used to further 
increase the topline spending levels across all appropriations bills. This 
represents an unprecedented expansion of rescissions as a budgetary tool 
to add spending within appropriations caps.

Fighting Back Against Gender Ideology

The measures in the House appropriations bills that address radical 
gender ideology include:

Stopping Taxpayer Funding for Harmful “Gender Transition” 
Procedures. Gender ideologues claim that cross-sex medical inter-
ventions are medically necessary for adults and children with gender 
discordance because the alleged alternative to hormones or surgeries is 
suicide.2 Thus, the express goal of this so-called care is to improve mental 
health and to prevent suicide. Despite activists’ claims, evidence of such 
benefits is in very short supply. For instance, a careful recent study of 
patients (both adults and adolescents) who have undergone cross-sex 
surgeries “demonstrated no advantage of surgery in relation to subse-
quent mood or anxiety disorder-related health care.”3 Further research 
shows that lowering legal barriers to make it easier for minors to undergo 
cross-sex medical interventions without parental consent does not reduce 
suicide rates.4

The federal government is actively funding these medical interventions 
to “affirm” an expressed “gender identity” that is contrary to a person’s 
biological sex, and is seeking even more ways to expand taxpayer funding 
of these harmful procedures. A 2021 report by the Defense Health Agency 
showed that the Pentagon spent $15 million to treat troops with gender 
discordance.5 The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs similarly provides 
cross-sex hormones for veterans, and federal prisons have been ordered to 
facilitate gender-transition surgeries for inmates.6 The appropriations bills 
covering the Departments of Justice, Defense, Health and Human Services, 
Homeland Security, and Veterans Affairs explicitly prohibit federal funding 
for gender-transition procedures. The Financial Services and General Gov-
ernment bill likewise includes language prohibiting the Federal Employees 
Health Benefits Program from including health plans that provide coverage 
for transition surgery and cross-sex hormone therapy.
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Defunding Drag Shows. Drag shows and drag queen story hours target 
children to expose them to and normalize sexually obscene behaviors. The 
U.S. government has been subsidizing these programs in the military and 
around the globe. In 2021, Nellis Air Force Base hosted its first drag show.7 
In 2022, the State Department allocated $20,600 in taxpayer funds to sup-
port drag shows in Ecuador.8 In a direct response to these actions, both the 
Defense and State and Foreign Operations bills defund drag queen work-
shops, performances, and documentaries.

Banning “Pride” Flag Displays. The Obama Administration was the 
first Administration to grant blanket permission to embassies overseas to 
fly “gay pride” flags. In 2022, the Biden Administration upped the ante by 
flying “Progress Pride” flags—representing radical gender ideology—at 99 
embassies around the world. It has even gone so far as to display such flags 
more prominently than the American flag, in violation of the flag code, at 
the White House during a Pride Day celebration in 2023.9 The appropria-
tions bills covering the Departments of Agriculture, Defense, the Interior, 
Veterans Affairs, State, and Transportation directly address this by prohib-
iting any flag other than the American flag from being flown or displayed on 
federal buildings. The only exceptions are for state flags and flags honoring 
the military.

Removing Gender Ideology from Foreign Assistance. One of the 
signature policy goals for the Biden Administration is to export radi-
cal gender ideology around the globe as laid out in President Biden’s 
National Strategy on Gender Equity and Equality.10 As a result, the State 
Department has already rewritten international programs designed to 
help women and girls abroad into a politically charged gender equity and 
equality action fund.

The State and Foreign Operations bill tackles this ideology head 
on by defunding the Gender Equity and Equality Action Fund and 
removing all references to gender ideology in foreign aid programs for 
women. It also eliminates the Special Envoy for Advancing the Human 
Rights of LGBTQI+ persons that was first instituted under the Obama 
Administration.

This bill also includes strong language to prohibit federal funds from 
going to any organization or governmental agency that performs or pro-
motes “gender-affirming” drugs or surgeries for minors. This policy is 
modeled after the Protecting Life in Global Health Assistance Policy (for-
merly known as the Mexico City Policy) which similarly prohibited foreign 
aid to groups promoting abortion abroad.
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Rooting Out the “Diversity, Equity, and 
Inclusion” Bureaucracy

The measures in the House appropriations bills to end the diversity, 
equity, and inclusion (DEI) bureaucracy include:

Defunding Critical Race Theory. Critical race theory (CRT) as an 
academic discipline rests on a neo-Marxist analysis that treats statistical 
differences among different ethnical groups as proof of implicit bias and 

“systemic racism.”11 The precepts of CRT have long been taught in colleges 
and universities, and now affect K–12 schools, workplaces, state and federal 
governments, and even the military.12 These same principles also manifest 
themselves in DEI initiatives that pervade the federal bureaucracy.

In his first act as President on January 20, 2021, Biden signed Execu-
tive Order 13985. This required all federal agencies and departments to 
root out policies that could have a “disparate impact” (determined not 
through evidence of discrimination but through statistics) on members 
of the different racial and sexual population categories that are deemed 

“underserved.”13 Since then, executive orders and agency policies have been 
issued to implement these controversial policies by indoctrination and by 
requiring “reverse-discrimination” in federal programs.

The House appropriations bills take direct action to rid the federal gov-
ernment of this harmful ideology:

 l Each bill prevents funds from being used to implement, enforce, or 
carry out Executive Order 13985 as well as subsequent executive 
orders promoting racial and sexual preferences;

 l Each bill prohibits funding for any program, project, or activity that 
promotes or advances CRT;

 l The appropriations bills covering the Departments of Energy, Health 
and Human Services, and Veterans Affairs include specific language 
defunding DEI training; and

 l The Defense bill prohibits funding for the Deputy Inspector General 
for Diversity, Inclusion and Extremism in the Military.

Prohibiting Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG) Invest-
ments. The ESG agenda is a set of parameters that activist investors use 
to push companies to promote radical leftist policies throughout their 
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business practices.14 It reshapes business practices away from maximiz-
ing profits and toward maximizing ESG scores. Companies achieve high 
scores by promoting leftist agendas like abortion, gender ideology, climate 
alarmism, and CRT.

In December 2022, the Department of Labor published a rule that will 
allow ESG investing in federal pension plans. Retirement savings will 
now be used as leverage to force companies to reduce their carbon emis-
sions and establish racial and gender quotas and other social justice fads 
unrelated, and even detrimental, to securing a high return on workers’ 
lifetime savings.15

The Labor appropriations bill includes language defunding this regula-
tion and the Commerce appropriations bill contains language prohibiting 
any contributions to ESG investments.

Protecting First Amendment Freedoms

The measures in the House appropriations bills to protect First Amend-
ment freedoms include:

Introducing Language from the First Amendment Defense Act. 
First introduced in response to the Obergefell vs. Hodges Supreme Court 
decision, the First Amendment Defense Act (FADA) would prohibit the 
federal government from discriminating against individuals and organiza-
tions based on their belief that marriage is the union of one man and one 
woman. The FADA has renewed importance with the passage of the Respect 
for Marriage Act that codified same-sex marriage into federal law. Senator 
Mike Lee (R–UT) offered an amendment to the Respect for Marriage Act 
including this language but it was ultimately defeated by two votes.16

The House has introduced FADA language into nearly all appropriations 
bills introduced so far, to make clear that the government cannot deny 
grants, revoke the tax status, or otherwise discriminate against individuals 
or organizations because of their beliefs about marriage.

Defunding Government Censorship. In May 2022, the Department 
of Homeland Security announced plans for a now-abandoned Disinfor-
mation Governance Board to determine which speech is true and false.17 
Last December, the FBI Twitter files revealed new evidence demonstrating 
how the Biden Administration had colluded with Big Tech companies to 
censor speech, interfere in elections, and undermine probes into Biden 
family business dealings.18

The House appropriations bills directly address President Biden’s cen-
sorship regime:
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 l The Homeland Security bill prohibits funding for a Disinformation 
Governance Board and for any entity that recommends that any U.S. 
citizen’s lawful speech be censored on social media platforms.

 l The appropriations bills covering the Departments of Defense, Justice, 
Homeland Security, and State prohibit any funding from being used 
to classify any communications as disinformation or to collaborate 
with organizations that pressure private companies to censor lawfully 
protected speech.

 l The Financial Services and General Government bill prohibits the 
IRS from targeting groups for regulatory scrutiny based on ideolog-
ical beliefs.

Room for Improvement

Congress should:

 l Amend the language prohibiting funds for “gender-affirming” proce-
dures to make clear that taxpayer funding for social transitioning and 
puberty blockers is also prohibited.

 l Expand the policy riders addressing funding for gender procedures, 
drag queen performances, and pride flag displays to every relevant 
appropriations bill. This would ensure that no tax dollars promote this 
pervasive ideology.

 l Strengthen the language defunding CRT by clarifying that CRT 
teaches that statistical variations among black and white Americans 
are the result of white discrimination against blacks that can only be 
rectified by black discrimination against whites. This language can 
also be improved by directly prohibiting the promotion of “intersec-
tionality,” which promotes hierarchies of victimization based on race, 
sexual orientation, and “gender identity.”

 l Expand the language defunding DEI initiatives to all 12 appropri-
ations bills.

 l Amend the language prohibiting federal funds from classifying speech 
as disinformation to make clear that no funds may be used to pressure 
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private companies, directly or indirectly, to censor, remove, or down-
grade lawful and constitutionally protected speech.

 l Fully rescind funding in the Financial Services and General Govern-
ment bill for all 87,000 new IRS agents so that middle-class families 
and conservative organizations are not ideologically targeted.

Conclusion

The appropriations process is the most effective place for Congress to 
reign in the woke and weaponized bureaucracy championed by the Biden 
Administration. The appropriations bills introduced so far are a start. How-
ever, unless Congress insists on these the provisions, the lawlessness of the 
Biden Administration will only continue.

Connor Semelsberger is Government Relations Manager at The Heritage Foundation. Jay 
W. Richards, PhD, is Director of the Richard and Helen DeVos Center for Life, Religion, 

and Family, and William E. Simon Senior Research Fellow, at The Heritage Foundation.
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