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Conclusion

The Obama Administration has inherited a military that is heavily deployed around the world for both war
and peace operations in more than 140 nations. After eight years of wartime wear and tear, a top priority should
be resetting, recapitalizing, and modernizing the force. Current economic pressures will make balancing these
tasks even more difficult in the face of increasing pressure on Congress to make the defense budget a bill payer
for domestic spending.

Indeed, calls to reduce the defense budget have returned, couched as an insistence by many that the military
must make “hard” or “tough” choices about what it purchases. Targeting the military modernization budget to help
to pay the bills is irresponsible and not the place to start. Congress should not even consider cutting weapons sys-
tems until a National Security Strategy is in place followed by a Quadrennial Defense Review to justify and explain
Pentagon decisions and potentially reduce the global military commitments. If Congress wants to make real tough
choices, it should look to reform the military pay structure and update the military’s acquisition process to reflect a
capabilities-based force. Congress can help the Pentagon adjust by bolstering systems engineering capabilities within
the acquisition workforce and by demanding that acquisition criteria be simplified.

At the same time, Congress needs to spend the nation’s tax dollars wisely. Recognizing the true nature of fraud,
waste, and abuse in military contracting and taking steps to limit its impact by expanding the acquisition workforce
is essential. While a contentious issue, contracting in combat zones is here to stay. Today’s smaller military simply
cannot do everything. The real challenge will be constructing a risk-based management model to help to determine
contractors’ proper roles and train an adequate acquisition workforce to manage the growth in military contracts.
Finally, Congress should end the use of wartime supplementals for Iraq and Afghanistan and move this funding into
the base defense budget.

The United States needs a sound fiscal policy and a comprehensive National Security Strategy to guide strategic
and force planning decisions that corresponds to the military’s global responsibilities. Congress has a constitutional
duty to provide for the common defense by authorizing sufficient funding to field the broad array of capabilities that
the military requires to meet its responsibilities. Accomplishing this will require maintaining the baseline defense
budget at the current level (roughly 4 percent of GDP) for the next several years with a special emphasis to maintain
a stable modernization account. This level of sustained defense spending would allow the United States to train,
equip, and modernize a professional, full-spectrum fighting force to meet its commitments.
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