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Source: Heritage Foundation calculations based on White House Office of Management and Budget 
and Congressional Budget Office data.

Federal Spending and Revenue as a Percentage of GDP

Historically, tax revenues have hovered around 18.4 percent of GDP. If taxes are kept at these levels, spending from the 
three major entitlements, Social Security, Medicare, and Medicaid, will push spending levels to unsustainable heights, 
crowding out all other programs by 2052.

If Tax Revenue Is Held At Historical Levels, Total Spending 
Could Reach 67 Percent of GDP

0

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

2000 2010 2020 2030 2040 2050 2060 2070 2080

Total Federal 
Spending

Net 
Interest

Other
Defense
Social 
Security
Medicaid

Medicare

30-Year Historical 
Tax Revenue:

18.4%


