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Social Security Spending as a Percentage of GDP

Although Social Security spending has remained relatively constant since the early 1980s, the approaching wave of 
retiring baby boomers is set to send Social Security spending to levels never before seen.

Social Security Spending Soon to Rise Rapidly

0

1%

2%

3%

4%

5%

6%

7%

4.3%

1980 1990 2000 2010 2020 2030 2040 2050 2060 2070 2080

2 percentage point 
increase from 
2010 to 2035

6.3% 6.4%

Actual Projected


