U.S. on collision course to ‘socialized medicine’

Government is picking up more and more of America’s medical bills. And the bills get bigger each
year.Total spending on personal health will nearly double over the next eight years, to more than
$4 trillion. At that point, government programs such as Medicare, Medicaid and SCHIP will account
for about half of all health spending — and overburdened taxpayers will be less free to choose
superior private insurance for their families.

Proportions of total funds spent on personal health

60%
56.1%
54.9% PRIVATE
53:2% 52.8%
51.3%
50%
48.7%
46.7% 47.2%
o 45.1% GOVERNMENT-
43.9% CONTROLLED
40%
1993 2004 2007 2011
(projected) (projected) (projected)

Note: Figures may not add up to 100 due to rounding

Source: Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, Office of the Actuary The Heritage Foundation (heritage.org)



