
National debt hits record $9 trillion
That total — equal to $29,700 per American and $78,683 per household — is the amount as of 
Sept. 19 that the federal government has borrowed from the public as well as its own accounts such 
as the Social Security Trust Fund. If the government paid $1 billion a day toward the debt, it would 
take 25 years to pay off.

    A quarter of the 
nation’s 125 million 
homes at last year’s 
average sales price 
of $305,900.

   3 new cars for 
every U.S. house-
hold at last year’s 
average sales price 
of $27,800.

In $1 bills, $9 trillion would ... $9 trillion could buy ...
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THE ECONOMY

   One $3.85 latte for 
every American, every day 
for 21 years.

   Stretch 218 times 
longer than the 
total length of 
every road and 
highway in the U.S.

   Fill the Empire State 
Building nine times.

   Cover the entire 
state of Maine 
(35,387 square miles, 
including water).


